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substances. While cases of livestock poisoning have occurred,
such instances are rare. Mechanical injury sometimes occurs
from the prickly fruit.

Boxwood

Description.-Boxwood, (Buxus sempervirens L. and B. micro-
phylla Sieb. & Zucc.), (Fig. 4) are large or small bushes seldom
over 5 feet in height. The shrubs have many upright branches
and twigs thickly clothed with pairs of round or oval, thick,
leathery leaves about 1/2 inch long. The small dark green leaves
are very persistent and remain on the plant for several years,
but the inconspicuous flowers seldom appear in Florida.

Habitat and Distribution.-Boxwood plants are seldom found
anywhere but in the garden or around the house. They may be
placed singly as specimen plants but more often they are used as
a hedge. They are not found much farther south than Marion
County. Clippings or hedge-trimmings are often dumped into
the pasture lot.

Toxicity.-The bark and leaves contain a number of toxic
alkaloids. Cases of poisoning have been reported in horses and
pigs. All parts of the plant are considered poisonous. Their
bitter taste probably prevents animals from eating large
quantities.

Symptoms.-Small amounts of the plant have an emetic and
purgative action; large amounts induce intense abdominal pain,
diarrhea, tenesmus, convulsions and death. Extreme thirst, un-
steady gait, convulsions and death have been observed in pigs
which died within 24 hours after eating the plant.

Showy Crotalaria, Yellow Crotalaria

Description.-Showy crotalaria (Crotalaria spectabilis Roth.)
is a robust annual plant 3 to 6 feet or more tall, with an erect,
somewhat ribbed stem bearing several stout, ascending branches.
The alternate leaves are short-stalked and simple; the leaf blades,
4 to 7 inches long, are dark green above, somewhat paler be-
neath, elliptic to cuneate, blunt but often tipped with a bristle.
The stipules are leaf-like and nearly 1 inch long. The yellow
flowers, about 1 inch across, are pea-shaped and borne in up-
right spikes 8 to 15 inches long at the top of the plant and at
the ends of the branches. The smooth pods, nearly 2 inches
long, are inflated, light green when young, becoming nearly black


