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Conditions Under Which Poisonous Plants Are Eaten

Most animals will not eat poisonous plants under normal cir-
cumstances. The following conditions are associated with plant
poisoning in this state.

Starvation.-Well-fed animals receiving a properly balanced
ration seldom voluntarily eat poisonous plants. Plant poisoning
is frequent in range animals grazing on scant range during the
winter months. Under this condition there is a shortage of suit-
able grazing and animals eat undesirable plants in an effort to
survive. Whenever possible winter grazing crops should be
planted to supply feedstuff to supplement pasture during periods
of shortage.

Deficient Rations.-Animals receiving a deficient ration,
either improperly balanced or actually deficient in certain re-
quired ingredients, such as often occurs on range, often develop
a craving for something they are not getting and will eat un-
desirable plants in an effort to find it. Thus, it is important that
animals receive adequate amounts of proper mineral supplement
in areas where known deficiencies occur.

Overgrazing and Drouth.-Under conditions in which pastures
are overgrazed, either through grazing too many animals on a
given area and thereby creating a shortage of suitable feed or
through grazing them on pastures made short by drouth or other
conditions, plant poisoning frequently occurs. Under these cir-
cumstances animals attempt to obtain sufficient food and eat
plants they otherwise would not eat. Cyanogenetic plants, par-
ticularly, are potentially dangerous under these circumstances.

Waste and Trash.-Livestock should not be given access to
waste or trash piles, particularly those containing discarded
poisonous plants. For instance, under normal conditions cattle
grazing in tung groves will not eat the foliage of the standing
tree or the fallen nuts. However, if tung branches and nuts are
discarded in a trash pile cattle have been known to consume them
with relish. Oleander and wild cherry are other poisonous plants
usually not eaten in the standing, living condition but readily
eaten when trimmings are discarded in a trash pile.

Newly Plowed Areas.-Such areas should be grazed with cau-
tion. Plowing may expose roots which are poisonous. Dormant
seeds of poisonous plants, such as cocklebur and crotalaria, often
sprout and grow in newly plowed areas, regardless of the season
of the year.


