
Bulletin 113 53

supply the shade. If there is not already a sufficient amount
of water at hand, it can be supplied by putting down a well and
erecting a windmill or installing a gasoline engine. The supply
of fresh water is as important to the welfare of the hog as is
the grain given. It is well-known that if pigs are not given an
abundance of water they will not fatten as rapidly as they should.

Some kind of green feed for the hogs to graze on, or as soil-
ing, will go a long way toward reducing the cost of production.
The green feed supplied will not entirely replace the grain; but
it will replace a part of it, and at the same time increase the
gain that it is possible to get from a given amount of grain. For
instance, if one hundred pounds of corn fed alone will produce
eight or ten pounds of pork, this same amount of corn when fed
with some green feed will produce from 12 to 15 pounds of
pork. This is not entirely due to the food value of the green
feed, but partly to the fact that the green feed regulates and
tones up the digestive and circulatory system and keeps the
animals in healthy condition.

There is hardly any grass or grain that hogs will not eat
when green, and there are many weeds on which they will feed.
The following is a list of useful forage crops for hogs in Florida.
The crops in this list will give pasture through the entire year.

Can be pastured from
Dwarf Essex Rape ------------------------------- December to March
Japanese Cane --------------------------------- November to March
Rye, Oats, Barley----------------------------------November to April
Sorghum-- ------------- ------------------ May to November
Chufas------ --------------------------- August to December
Sweet Potatoes-------------------------------- October to December
Cowpeas and Soybeans------------------------------July to November
Peanuts ----------------------------------- September to December

For a permanent pasture it is doubtful if we can get any-
thing better than Bermuda and Johnson grass. These do not
furnish pasturage for the entire year, but can be depended upon
from early spring until late fall.

CARE OF THE HERD.

The brood sow and boar are the foundation of the hog
industry. It is important, therefore, that the most careful atten-
tion be given to these. They must receive such food and care as
will ensure good healthy brood sows and strong, healthy litters of
pigs.

Prolificacy, though more or less an inherited characteristic,'
is, to a large extent, controlled by the feed and care of the sow.
Good breeding sows are often reduced in value as breeders by
improper feeding. If the sows are fed largely on a carbonaceous
ration they are likely to become too fat. When the sows are
kept too fat they are not regular breeders. When they do far-
row, the result is a small litter of weak pigs.

The sows should not be starved at any time. They should
be fed on a well-balanced ration with plenty of protein to pro-


