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INTRODUCTION

Sunburn or sensitivity to sunlight is a common experience
for man but animals, under normal conditions, are not burned by
sunlight. Photosensitization is a type of hypersensitivity to sun-
light induced by some abnormality in the animal or in its feed
supply. The term should be defined to include the pathological
reaction of skin to light and also the condition which develops in
such sensitized skin when exposed to light. Thus the term photo-
sensitization includes that condition in which an animal has be-
come hypersensitive to sunlight as well as the syndrome or series
of reactions which develop when such an animal is exposed to
sunlight (2)4.

There are 4 general classes of photosensitization which affect
man and domestic animals. The administration of certain drugs
or chemicals can produce photosensitivity in animals. For ex-
ample, the drug phenothiazine occasionally causes keratitis in-
duced by light following administration as an anthelmintic (2).
A second type is inherited, commonly called congenital parphyria
or "pink tooth" of cattle (1).

A third type of photosensitization is produced when an animal
consumes a plant material containing an intense fluorescent com-
pound. When this is absorbed into the circulatory system, the
animal becomes sensitive to sunlight and becomes sunburned (1).
One of the plants producing this type of disease is St. Johnswort,
of the genus Hypericum. Hence, "Hypericism" is one name for
this type of sunburn. Buckwheat poisoning also produces a sim-
ilar response called "Fagopyrism". Lantana poisoning is in-
cluded in this type of photosensitization (15, 19), although it is
accompanied by icterus.

The fourth type of disease in animals caused by abnormal
sensitivity to sunlight is the result of a photosensitizing sub-
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