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In general, however, this has required doses of chemicals twice
as great as herein recommended for average conditions, or, as in
the case of fallow, twice as long a time. If it were possible to
secure an absolutely uniform distribution in the soil, it is prob-
able that the chemicals, in amounts recommended below, would
result in the complete destruction of the worms. In actual field
work such distribution is not practicable.

CONTROL BY STARVATION

The old standard method of reducing the nematodes in the

soil is to grow on the land for three consecutive years crops that

do not harbor the worms, or which are highly resistant to them.
Such crops are corn, oats, rye, wheat, most of the true grasses,
beggarweeds and velvet beans. True Iron, Brabham and Victory
cowpeas are usually highly resistant. Peanuts, onions, straw-
berries and turnips are but slightly affected. By the continuous
planting of these crops for two or three years most of the nema-
todes are starved out. However, this method seldom secures com-
plete eradication. While growing any of these crops to starve the
nematodes it is of the utmost importance that no weeds be al-
lowed to grow on the land. This is because many weeds are
host to the worms and, if allowed to grow, will prevent the at-
tempted eradication. A good rotation is oats or rye during the
winter and corn and velvet beans during the summer and fall.

This is by far the cheapest method of bringing the nematodes
under control. But on high-priced and intensively cultivated
land the time necessary to devote to growing relatively low-priced
crops is a drawback that often renders this method impracticable.
Furthermore, it cannot be depended upon to be sufficiently thoro
for seedbed preparation, and other important phases of trucking.

SUMMER FALLOW

During the last four years experiments with summer fallow,
as a means of controlling nematodes, have been conducted by the
Florida Experiment Station. In order to appreciate the manner
in which the summer fallow works, one should understand the
conditions necessary for the hatching of the eggs, and the growth
of the worms. As in the case of most organisms, plant or animal,
these conditions are: (1) heat, (2) water, (3) food, and (4) air
(oxygen). If any one of these four factors is lacking or present
in insufficient amount, growth is impossible. This does not
necessarily mean that the organism will die. It may be able to lie


