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at present. Spray formulations offer definite promise where high-
clearance sprayers are available. DDT has been consistent in
giving good earworm control except in cases where the infesta-
tion is extremely severe. The other materials have been erratic
in their control, giving satisfactory control in one test and poor
control in others. Benzene hexachloride imparted a flavor to
corn and is not to be recommended. Parathion is new and ef-
fective, but its use should be discouraged until more is known
concerning its safety on edible plants.

A Basic Control Program
Since-insect control plays such an important part in the suc-

cessful production of sweet or green corn that the grower should
make careful plans for meeting the insect problems before they
arise. The following program is designed to guide the sweet
corn grower in insect control as the crop develops, beginning
with the selection and preparation of land and carrying through
the harvest period. Certain control methods will necessarily
differ for the home gardner and the commercial producer. Where
these differences occur, recommendations are given for each.

Selection and Preparation of Land

To reduce damage to corn caused by insect feeding the crop
must (1) give a good and rapid germination and (2) grow vigor-
ously. A poor stand of corn suffers more from wireworm and
cutworm damage, since the feeding of these pests further re-
duces the stand and is more likely to result in an unprofitable
crop than would be the case if the original stand were good. If
corn seed is slow in germinating the insects present in the soil
have more time to feed upon it and the loss is usually more severe
than in corn plantings where the seeds germinate rapidly. Vigor-
ously growing corn plants often support an infestation of bud-
worms and make a good crop despite their presence, while slowly
growing plants are usually killed by budworms because the
plants produce plant material more slowly than the worms feed.
It becomes apparent that the selection of good productive soil
with adequate water control, as well as thorough land prepara-
tion, are important factors in making a crop more tolerant to
insect attacks.

It is not advisable to plant corn in an area where wireworms
are known to be present in large numbers. By checking behind


