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Numerous natural enemies reduce the aphid hazard on citrus.
A species of fungus, Entomophthora fresenii Nowakowski, com-
monly attacks aphids when weather conditions are favorable.
The syrphid fly larvae, Baccha fascipennis Say and Baccha
clavata (F.), both feed on plant lice. Aphidius testaceipes
(Cress.) is a parasite of aphids (28).

Ladybeetle predators are the most conspicuous aphid enemies.
Five species are primary predators, the blood-red ladybeetle,
Cycloneda sanguinea (L.), being the most common. Adults are
about 3/ inch long and are predominantly reddish-orange. The
larvae are black with spots and bars of red and white (25).

The adult convergent ladybeetle, Hippodamia convergens
Guer., is about the same size as the blood-red beetle, but this
beetle is more elongate and oval than circular. The head and
thorax are black margined with white, while the wings are red
with seven black spots on each side (25).

Two species belonging to another genus are the collared
ladybeetle, Scymnus collaris Melsh., and the white-tailed lady-
beetle, S. partitus Csy. These beetles are very tiny. The former
is brown to black, with the head, most of the thorax, and the
hind tips of the wings light yellow to orange. The latter species
has somewhat similar coloration.

The chinese ladybeetle, Harmonia dimitata 15-spilota Hope,
is an extremely large ladybeetle. Adults are about 1/3 inch long.
They are orange-red to red, with black spots on the thorax and

Fig. 54.-Ladybeetles that feed on aphids. Left to righ: (upper),
the collared ladybeetle, Scymnus collaris; (lower), the white-tailed lady,
beetle, Scymnus partitus; the convergent ladybeetle, Hippodamia con-
vergens; the blood-red ladybeetle, Cycloneda sanguinea; and the chinese
ladybeetle, Harmonia dimitata 15-spilota. These measure 1/16, 1/12, 1/4 to
3/8, 1/4 to 3/8, and 1/3 inch in length, respectively. (Original drawings by
M. H. Muma.)
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