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bug, Pseudococcus citri (Risso). A second species, P. brevipes
(Ckll.), the pineapple mealybug, is reported by Merrill (20)
as having been found on citrus.

Mealybugs are most common during the spring and early
summer. Then they may become so numerous following the
set of fruit that their
feeding under and ad-
jacent to the button of
the young fruit causes
fruit drop. This may
materially reduce the
quantity of the crop.
Similarly, mature fruit
will drop prior to har-
vesting and thus be lost
to the grower. When
mealybug infestations
are severe this represents
a major fruit loss to
many growers. If mealy-
bugs are present and Fig. 29.-Citrus mealybug. These in-

dividuals are about full grown. (Twicefeeding upon fruit dur- natural size.)
ing the summer months
they cause hard lumps to develop on the rind. These lumps lose
their green color prematurely, resulting in a low-grade fruit.
Grapefruit are much more subject to these injuries than any
other variety of citrus in Florida.

Under Florida conditions several generations occur during
the year, but only one cycle is of major concern to the citrus
grower. During the spring, at a time roughly coincidental with
the blooming period, egg masses are deposited on the trunk and
large limbs of the trees. They appear as little white patches
of cotton scattered about on the tree trunk. When infestations
are heavy the large limbs and trunks will be speckled with these
little white masses (see Fig. 31). The young mealybugs are
creamy in color with small white waxy particles clinging to
them. They crawl out onto the twigs and will hide in any crevice
or niche, but most commonly are found under the button or
calyx of the fruit. Where two or more fruit are in a cluster,
as is often the case with common or seedy grapefruit, they tend
to collect in the areas where the fruits are touching. If a leaf
is clinging to a fruit, they will be found in this space. When


