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halo of this cottony wax and the egg sac never enlarges beyond
this stage. Pyriform scale is brown in color and triangular in
shape. It measures from 1/8 to 1/6 inch in length. Green shield
scale may be slightly larger and is green.

CONTROL OF SOFT SCALES

Control of soft scales is essentially the same as for armored
scales. However, sprays seldom are required for soft scale con-
trol. Little experimental evidence has been accumulated con-
cerning the control of these insects. They are most apt to require
control either in a nursery or on occasional isolated trees. (See
the Better Fruit Program for specific recommendations.)

INSECTS RELATED TO SCALES

COTTONY CUSHION SCALE

Cottony cushion scale, Icerya purchasi Mask., was introduced
into Florida in Pinellas County in 1893. It is now generally
distributed throughout the citrus area. However, at present it
is rarely of economic importance, except on young trees and
in nurseries. Occasionally in old groves an individual limb may
be seriously affected, but the infestation in the
grove will be confined to the one limb. Honey-
dew secretions result in ant attendance and the
formation of sooty mold.

The young scales are reddish to brown.
Some yellow, waxy threads often extend from
the body and cause a hairy appearance. The
young tend to congregate along the midribs of
the leaves and along twigs. As the female ma-
tures, a fluted white egg sac begins to grow out
from under her reddish back. After the egg
sac is fully formed the female may measure Vedalia lady-
about % inch in length. The egg sac is white beetle. It is red

and black andand grooved or fluted. The red color of the approximately 1

young and the reddish plate at the fore end of inch long. (Orig-
the egg sac readily distinguish this species from na. H. uma.)
a mealybug.

Formerly, control was entirely dependent upon the Vedalia
ladybeetle. This ladybeetle, Rodolia cardinalis (Muls.), is about
1/8 inch long and is black and red in color (24). The larvae are
red and are easily confused with the young scales. The Vedalia


