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STRAWBERRY LEAF ROLLER

The strawberry leaf roller, Ancylis comptana fragariae (W.
& R.), is more prevalent in nursery plantings than in the field.
The gradual change in color of the leaves from green to silver
in a nursery may be the first indication that this pest is present.
A heavy infestation results in many folded leaves with the color
changing from green to silver because the lower sides of the
leaves are exposed due to being webbed together. Later, as feed-
ing continues, the leaves have a scorched appearance.

The moth is about 1/4 inch long and 1/ inch wide, including
wingspan. The adult is a light brown or rusty brown. The larvae
are pale green at first, changing to grayish brown as they reach
maturity, when they are approximately 1/ inch in length. The
larvae pupate inside a folded leaf or leaves.

A newly hatched larva feeds on either side of the leaf, eventu-
ally feeding on the upper surface after pulling the leaf or leaves
together with silver threads to form an enclosure. The larvae
feed upon the surface of the leaves, which causes the entire leaflet
to turn brown and die. Newly formed leaves are often webbed
together.

Control.-Insects within a leaf enclosure are difficult to kill,
but parathion applied for other insects often effectively controls
many new infestations. Sometimes the parathion will drive the
pests out of the folded leaves where they may be more easily
controlled. DDT spray or dust is very effective if used when the
insects first appear. The pest is seldom seen in commercial plant-
ings, but may occur in home gardens when plants are set.

ROOT WORMS

The adult, Paria canella (Fab.), acts as a leaf beetle in the
fall on early set plants. Nothing is known of its larval habits.

Control.-Apply 10 percent DDT dust.

GRASSHOPPERS

The young nymphs are usually the most destructive.
Control.-Apply 5 percent chlordane dust or 2 percent chlor-

dane bait.
ANTS

Several species of ants damage plants by building mounds
over the buds, causing them to rot. Ants carry aphids from plant
to plant.


