
6 Florida Agricultural Experiment Stations

of the fungus. Frequent shallow cultivations around the plants
will keep the soil surface dry. Wider spacing of plants on beds
will give better air circulation and allow foliage and buds to
dry more rapidly.

Most fungicidal sprays are of little value in controlling rhiz-
octonia. One material is quite specific against the fungus, but
is toxic to strawberry plants if allowed to remain on the plant.
This material, pentachloronitrobenzene, can be used as a soil
treatment to kill the fungus.

Bud rot disease practically disappears when the weather
changes from high humidity and relative calm to low humidity
and more air movement.

ROOT ROT

This disease is caused by another species of Rhizoctonia and
occurs in the summer in nursery fields. It attacks the roots but
not the crowns of plants.

WEB BLIGHT

In this case the fungus, another species of Rhizoctonia, grows
superficially over the lower surface of leaves and may cause death
of some leaves.

VEIN INFECTION

The species of Rhizoctonia involved here infects the lower
surfaces of main veins. This retards or stops growth in the in-
fected area and causes the leaflets to curl downward.

LEAF SPOT DISEASES

There are 3 different leaf spot diseases of strawberry: com-
mon leaf spot, leaf scorch and leaf blight, the first being the most
important.

Copper spray applications at 7- to 10-day intervals will con-
trol these diseases in the nursery field. The captan spray pro-
gram to be outlined later for Botrytis rot control in the fruiting
field will also control leaf spot diseases.

COMMON LEAF SPOT

This leaf spot is caused by the fungus Mycosphaerella fra-
gariae (Tul.) Lindau. The spots are at first small, less than 1/8
inch in diameter and purplish red. They increase to a diameter
of approximately 3/16 inch. The centers become white or gray
(Fig. 3). The spots may number from 1 to many on each leaflet


