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gained an average of 1.53 pounds per day, lost 8.67 percent en
route to market and yielded 58.91 percent. The 14 "C" or
"Utility" grade steers gained only 0.90 pounds per day in the
feed lot. They lost 9.93 percent en route to market and showed
a yield of 58.66 percent.

Consumption of Minerals

The amount of mineral mixture and steamed bone meal con-
sumed per steer by each lot during each 120-day trial is shown
in Table 8. In the last trial (1946) steamed bone meal could
not be obtained until the trial had been in progress for several
weeks. Previous trials have shown that cattle will consume
about the same amount of bone meal as of the salt-mineral
mixture.

Discussion

In this third series of steer feeding experiments at the Ever-
glades Station, the importance of grass for the Everglades
region was emphasized again. An analysis of the second series
of trials reported in Florida Agricultural Experiment Station
Bulletin 391 (1) was published in the Journal of Animal Science
(2). In this analysis it was shown that steers receiving 12
pounds of concentrates consumed from 20 to 38 pounds of grass
each daily, while those receiving only two pounds of cottonseed
meal consumed from 53 to 66 pounds of grass. Since grass is
the natural feed for cattle and can be produced more eco-
nomically than any other feed, the more grass the cattle con-
sume the lower will be their feed cost per 100 pounds gain.
However, since cattle on limited concentrates do not attain a
high enough degree of finish to produce the higher grades of

TABLE 7.-MARKETING AND SLAUGHTERING RECORDS INCLUDING PRE-
DOMINANT BREEDING OF STEERS BY CARCASS GRADES.

B
Carcass grade ...-............--- ........----...-- A (Commer- C

(Good) cial) (Utility)
Total number of steers ............................... 39 66 14
1943 number of steers .................. ..........-- . 5 26 9
1944 number of steers ............-- .................... 8 26 5
1946 number of steers .................................. 26 14 0
Average daily gain (120 days), pounds .... 1.95 1.53 0.90
Average shipping weight, pounds .............. 914.9 754.5 640.7
Average marketing weight, pounds ........... 846.5 689.1 577.1
Average shrinkage in transit, percent ...... 7.48 8.67 9.93
Average warm carcass weight, pounds .... 517.7 406.0 338.5
Yield or dressing percentage, percent ...... 61.16 58.91 58.66


