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potatoes. During the first trial ground shallu heads were fed
instead of ground snapped corn and during the third trial a
fifth lot was added to include a trial of sweet potato feed. This
feed was the residue from the manufacture of starch from sweet
potato. Yellow Porto Rican sweet potatoes were fed to Lot IV
for the first two feeding trials and a white, starch-type called
"L-5" was fed the third year.

The steers were fed once a day between 8 and 9 A. M. Mo-
lasses was weighed out daily to each lot except Lot III and
poured over the other feeds in the feed bunks, leaving the
molasses container in the bunk until the next morning so that
the steers would lick out any remaining molasses. For Lot III,
a tight feed trough with a roof over it was used to hold a weighed
barrel of molasses inverted on 3/4 -inch boards so that the mo-
lasses was about one inch deep in the trough.

Minerals.-Steamed bone meal and a mixture of minor ele-
ments with salt were kept before the steers in covered salt
boxes. The salt mixture was composed of 100 pounds common
fine salt, 2 pounds of snow form copper sulfate, 2 pounds
aluminum sulfate (technical grade) and 2 ounces of cobalt
sulfate.

Results of Experiments

Composition of Feeds.-Average composition and nutrient
content of the feeds used in these trials are shown in Table 1.
The cane molasses (blackstrap) for all three trials was obtained
from the U. S. Sugar Corporation. During the third trial the
starch type sweet potatoes and the sweet potato feed were
furnished by this company.

The feeding value of sweet potatoes has been studied by the
experiment stations of several Southern states (4). In general,
the dry matter in sweet potatoes has been found to be approxi-
mately equal to corn. Experiments in feeding dehydrated sweet
potatoes to dairy cows at Louisiana Agricultural Experiment
Station showed that the sweet potatoes contained 88 percent
of the value of yellow corn meal (6). In sun-drying the freshly
shredded potatoes lose about 2/3 of their weight, hence 300
pounds of shredded potatoes will dry down to 100 pounds.
During good drying weather 700 to 1,000 pounds of potatoes
could be scattered over a concrete tennis court floor 36 feet by
78 feet in the morning before 10 A. M. and 250 to 350 pounds
of dry material could be swept up by 4 P. M. To do this it was


