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The fattening of cattle on pastures produced on Everglades
peat and muck during the winter season has become an import-
ant phase of the beef cattle industry of Florida. This practice
is an important stabilizing influence in a diversified agricultural
program in the Everglades area because it makes economical
use of some fertile land that is not needed for other crops. It
also influences a more uniform distribution of slaughter cattle
in the Florida markets by providing an area where thin cattle
being removed from the range in the fall can be better finished,
and made available for market during the winter season when
very few cattle are being sold for beef direct from the range.

Most of the cattle fattened in this area are carried on pasture
without supplementary concentrates and produce beef which
grades largely "C", with a few in the "B" grade.1 Previous
experiments have indicated that concentrated feeds are neces-
sary if higher grade slaughter animals are to be obtained (1).2

Since blackstrap molasses is a local product and has produced
the most economical gains in previous trials (3), it was con-
sidered important to determine if more than half of the carbo-
hydrates of the supplement could be obtained from this source.
For this reason, molasses was fed at three levels with ground
snapped corn. Sweet potatoes have produced excellent yields
on Everglades soils and, when shredded and dried in the sun,
are a palatable carbohydrate stock feed. This material was
fed to one lot of steers in the place of ground snapped corn.

While the comparative value of the feeds was based on aver-
age results with balanced lots of cattle, some interesting in-
formation was obtained by a study of the performance of in-
dividual steers based on their breeding and on the grade of
carcasses which they produced when slaughtered.

The steer feeding experiments reported in this bulletin were
conducted at the Everglades Experiment Station for the three
winter seasons of 1943, 1944 and 1946.

""A" grade is "Good", "B" grade is "Commercial", "C" grade is
"Utility".

SItalic figures in parentheses refer to "Literature Cited" in the back
of this bulletin.


