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soil on which he lives will largely determine how large a crop
he has to sell. As a result, farm income is much greater on
farms located in the more densely farmed areas where better
soils are found.

SOILS

It has been estimated that of the land in Jackson County 4
percent is sandy loam with slopes below 2 percent; 25 percent
is sandy loam with slopes ranging from 2 to 5 percent; 15 per-
cent is sandy loam with slopes ranging from 5 to 8 percent and
loamy sand with slopes ranging from 0 to 5 percent; 13 percent
is sandy loam with slopes greater than 8 percent and loamy sand
with slopes ranging above 5 percent; 16 percent is sands; 27
percent is soils too wet for crops. Damage by erosion ranges
from slight on slopes less than 2 percent to extremely severe
on slopes greater than 8 percent. Areas of poorly drained soils
not in swamps offer possibilities for the development of perma-
nent pastures.

On the basis of soil conditions, Jackson County may be divided
into four general areas. Area 1 includes the land lying west
of the Cottondale-Graceville road and north of a line running
west from Alford (Figure 6). The soils used for crops in this
area are mainly light colored sandy loams and loamy sands of
the Norfolk, Ruston and related series with moderate to fairly
steep slopes on which some erosion has taken place. Area 2
includes the eastern third of the county. The soils used for
crops in this area are mainly light colored sandy loams, loamy
sands and sands of the Norfolk and Ruston series. These soils
havealmost level to gently sloping surfaces and are only slightly
affected by erosion. Area 3 includes the land on both sides of
the Chipola River, lying between the Graceville-Cottondale road
and the Marianna-Malone road. The soils used for crops in this
area are mainly red sandy loams of the Greenville, Magnolia and
Red Bay series. These soils have gently sloping surfaces which
are moderately to severely eroded. Area 4 includes most of the
southwestern quarter of the county. The well drained soils are
mainly light colored deep sands of the Norfolk series. Farming
is of little consequence in this area. About one-fourth of the
land in each of these areas is poorly drained.

3 This section on soils was prepared by J. R. Henderson, Soil Technolo-
gist, University of Florida Experiment Station.


