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upon agriculture for a livelihood. The Census of 1940 classed
60 percent of the total county population as "rural-farm".
Marianna, with a population of 5,079, has many private enter-
prises which are dependent upon agricultural trade. In fact,
there are very few non-farm industries within the entire county.

FARM REAL ESTATE

The agriculture of Jackson County has changed little since
1910. Between the Civil War and 1910 it underwent its greatest
development. The U. S. Census of 1860 reports but 581 farms
in the entire county. At that time there were 357 slaveholders
owning 4,903 slaves. Many of these slaves were on large plan-
tations.

Following the Civil War the number of farms increased
rapidly. As farms increased in number they decreased in size,
despite the fact that many thousands of acres of new lands were
broken. In 1880 there were 1,612 farms in the county, which
averaged 160.4 acres in size. By 1910 there were 4,096 farms,
which averaged 91.7 acres in size. Since 1910 there has been
a slight decline in the number of farms. For the year 1940 the
Federal Census reported 3,585 farms averaging 99.6 acres in size.

Farm real estate values in Jackson County increased at a
rapid rate during the first 20 years of this century. In 1900
farm values were reported in the U. S. Census at an average of
$3.96 per acre. The average value of real estate per farm was
then but $415. At that time agriculture had just passed through
a prolonged depression. Farm prices began to rise in the early
1900's and continued to do so until about two years after the
end of World War I. During this period agriculture was pros-
pering. By 1920 the value of farm real estate per acre in
Jackson County was six and a half times the 1900 value. In
1920 the farms of the county had an average value of $2,374.
Since then farm prices have declined. Agriculture has suffered.
This decline of prices reached a low during the early 1930's
and since that time there has been some price recovery. As a
result, the value of real estate has begun to recover. By 1940
farm real estate was valued at $18.52 an acre and the farms of
the county had an average value of $1,845.

The most common size farm in Jackson County at present
consists of about 40 acres. Over one-fourth of the farms of the
county have between 30 and 49 acres of land. The number of
farms in different size groups is shown in Table 1.


