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Regardless of the fact that soil and climatic conditions in
Florida are well suited to the outdoor culture of Easter lilies
(Lilium longiflorum Thunb.), commercial production of this
plant has remained almost at a standstill. Many attempts have
been made to grow Easter lilies on a commercial basis, but for
the most part these efforts have ended in failure and discourage-
ment.

After a careful study of the situation it appeared that there
were three principal causes for this lack of success: (1) Failure
by growers properly to combat diseases and insect pests found
in the field, (2) improper care of the bulbs during the rest
period, with resulting decay and loss of the bulb stock, and
(3) failure of plants to bloom by Easter or before that time,
when the flowers may be marketed profitably.

DISEASES AND INSECTS

A careful inspection of many plantings indicated that losses
caused by diseases and insects were mostly avoidable through
the use of control practices which have been established for
many years and which are followed wherever Easter lilies are
grown commercially. Past experience has shown that many fine
stocks of bulbs, originally healthy, have been undermined and
eventually made worthless by mosaic disease. The character-
istic light-and-dark-green mottling of the foliage, usually ac-
companied by dwarfing and distortion of the stalks and blossoms,
must be recognized by the grower instantly, and upon discovery
infected plants must be removed in their entirety and destroyed.


