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"Sixth: That any early potato crop when properly harvested
and shipped can be made very profitable."

I note that the unfertilized land brought from 56 to 75.6 bushels
of merchantable potatoes, and with culls from 71.4 to 92. bushels.

With 1512 lbs. cottonseed meal and 420 lbs. acid phosphate, the
largest yield was made 372.5 bushels, including 50 bushels of culls.

FERTILIZERS.

The fertilizers used mainly on the farm this year were Blood and
Bone, Ground Bone, Pot Ammoniac, Black Cotton Seed Meal, Paine &
Son's Orange Food and Cane Fertilizer, Acid Phosphate, Copperas, and
a compost made on the farm.

The formula for compost is: 2000 lbs. stable manure and 333
lbs. each of cottonseed meal, kainit and acid phosphate placed in cov-
ered pen, in the order named, the above constituting one layer and
wet thoroughly this repeated until pen is full, when the top is covered
with dry dirt and left from two to three months, when it is ready for
use. The compost is prepared for distribution by taking out one side
of pen and cutting from the top down and mixing well with hoe, being
careful to break all lumps.

This compost was used on every crop, except with cane, giving
very gratifying results. I have modified its proportions for the next
year, adding other materials for the purpose of improving it, while I
have also retained the above formula for use.

My object is to produce a fertilizer that is within the reach of
every farmer in the State, if a little industry and care is used, that is
cheap, and that will produce results with those, the cost of which are
beyond the man of moderate means. The above formula is made upon
the station at a cost of $6 66 for materials, outside of labor and the stable
manure. Two men can take manure out of stable, weigh it, and with
the other ingredients pen from eight to eleven tons a day. A basket
or barrel is filled with stable manure and weighed. After weighing
several barrels an average can be obtained, when the work may proceed
without further delay. The same course is pursued with the other
materials.

I selected four rows of orange trees and used 25 lbs. of this com-
post on one row, 15 lbs. ground bone on the second, 15 lbs. of Paine
& Son's Orange Food on the third, 15 lbs. of acid phosphate on the
fourth. The acid phosphate alone, while it produced some results,
was not as good as either of the other three.

The other three produced a fine growth and but little, if any, dif-
ference would be observed between them.

On vegetables, such as cabbage, beets, onions, beans, lettuce,
okra, squashes and melons, both water and musk, I used the compost in
comparison with cottonseed meal, and the results were very much in
favor of the compost. It is noticable that in the use of cottonseed
meal and crushed cotton seed no benefit to a second crop is observed,


