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ventional diggers and picked up by hand, after which they were
field-loaded and hauled in bulk to the packinghouse.

In Alabama, 1,755 acres of potatoes were harvested and han-
dled entirely with mechanical equipment. Field loaders and
bulk trucks were used to handle 321 acres of conventionally dug
potatoes from the field to the washer. Although the acreage
harvested mechanically in Alabama in 1954 was less than in
1953, it represented about 9 percent of the crop, whereas the
1953 figure represented only 6 percent. However, of the total
acreage harvested mechanically, only 634 acres, or 36 percent,
were harvested by the indirect method in 1954, whereas 1,055
acres, or 53 percent, were harvested by the indirect method
in 1953.

INVESTMENT, RATE OF HARVESTING, AND COST OF HARVESTING
POTATOES WITH MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT

A unit of equipment for a completely mechanized system nor-
mally consists of a harvester and three to five hopper-type boxes.
The investment in a unit of equipment for the direct method of
harvesting varies from $7,500 to $10,000. This amount does not
include the investment in a tractor for pulling the harvester or
for trucks used in hauling potatoes.

Rate of Harvesting.-The volume of potatoes harvested per
hour varies with yield per acre, digging conditions and other
factors. During the 1954 season, records of daily performance
were kept on a number of harvesters in the Alabama and the
Hastings, Florida, areas. Data were obtained on such factors
as hours operated, acres and volume harvested, 2 amount of oper-
ating time lost, and yields per acre. The average rate of harvest-
ing for mechanical harvester B 3 in Alabama was 101 packed
bags per hour (Table 1). However, the quantity harvested per
hour averaged only 78 bags for a third of the days when the
rate of harvesting was lowest and 124 bags for the third when
the rate of harvesting was highest.

In the Hastings area the average rate of harvesting for the
make B harvester digging Sebago potatoes was 137 packed bags

"2 "Packed bag" or "bag" as used in this report means a 100 pound
packed bag or its equivalent converted from other measures.

3 Data were obtained for two makes of direct mechanical harvesters.
Since the machines varied considerably in number of laborers required to
operate and other factors, it seemed advisable to not average the data.
The machines were designated as make A and make B. Data for make
B harvester is presented in this report since this was the make of harvester
used most in the two areas.


