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SYMPTOMS OF ENZOOTIC BRONCHOPNEUMONIA
IN DAIRY CALVES

Opportunity has been afforded for making observations on the
nature of enzootic bronchopneumonia occurring in calves and
yearlings on dairy farms in Florida. This condition corresponds
in clinical symptoms, postmortem lesions, bacteriological findings
and occurrence to enzootic septic bronchopneumonia or pneumo-
enteritis as described by Poels and others (2). The disease as
observed in this state has many features in common with that
occurring in South America and in the Dominican Republic.

Enzootic bronchopneumonia of calves, as observed in Florida,
may assume either an acute or a chronic form. Both types of
the disease may be present simultaneously within the same herd.
The disease may occur at any time throughout the year but is
more frequent during the warm, moist weather of the summer
months. It abates to a large extent during the dry periods of
the year. Chronic cases of enzootic bronchopneumonia which
have their incipient stages during the wet periods of the year
often linger for weeks without regard to season or moisture con-
ditions. In the herds under observaticn there was a tendency for
the condition to recur year after year, causing heavy losses
among young calves.

When first introduced into a herd the disease usually started
among the young calves as an acute infection of the gastroin-
testinal tract. Affected calves showed a roughened coat, loss of
appetite, elevation of body temperature, weakness and presence
of a persistent foetid diarrhea containing blood coagula. During
this period many calves developed symptoms of septicemia and
died three to seven days later. Symptoms of pneumonia usually
developed in calves which survived this stage of infection. The
affected calves coughed, exhibited a mucopurulent nasal dis-
charge, swelling of the sublingual region, labored respiration and
emaciation. Periods of temporary improvement oftein were
followed by a prolonged illness of several weeks' duration
charactertistic of the chronic form. During the chronic stages
acute symptoms of gastroenteritis disappeared and the appetite
and general appearance of affected animals improved. As the
chronic condition progressed the animals continued to cough
and were exhausted easily. They showed evidence of nutritional
disturbance and anemia, regardless of the improved appetite.
Affected animals remained lying a great portion of the time.
They assumed a characteristic position of sternal recumbency


