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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

A study was conducted at the Everglades Experiment Station,
Belle Glade, Florida, to determine the effect of certain environ-
mental factors on weaning weights of calves. Weaning data were
available on 933 calves covering the period from 1950 through
1959. Environmental factors studied were year of birth, age of
dam, sex, month or season of birth, and lactation status. Esti-
mates of these factors which might influence 205-day weights
were obtained by least squares procedures. The study included
calves of Angus, Brahman, Devon, Brahman-Angus, and Brah-
man-Devon breeding.

The variability of year effect covered a range of 145 pounds
and was a highly significant factor. Bull calves were 11 pounds
heavier than steer calves and steer calves 20 pounds heavier than
heifers at 205 days of age. Weaning weights were heaviest from
cows 6 to 11 years of age. Calves produced from cows younger
than 6 and older than 11 years were lighter at weaning.

Month or season of birth showed a significant influence on
weaning weight. Calves born in December through June were 7
pounds heavier than November calves and 18 pounds heavier than
calves born in July through October. Lactation status of dam
had no significant effect on 205-day weaning weight.

The results of this study indicate that factors other than
breeding have a significant influence on weaning weights. Beef
cattle producers should become aware of these environmental
factors and their effect on the production of their cattle.
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