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THE LEAFY-LEGGED PLANT-BUG (Leptoglossus phyllopus).

This is a slender reddish brown bug, with a cream-white stripe
across the wing covers, and the legs expanded into a leaf-like form.
The female is one-half inch in length, the male a trifle shorter. It
attacks any tender growth, especially the orange, lemon, peach, grape,
plum, persimmon and fig, puncturing the shoots with its strong beak,
suckingthe juices, and thus causing withering and death of the stems.
It is especially destructive to the sorghums, oats, millets and rice,often
piercing every grain while in its milk stage. It punctures young fruit,
beans, peas, mlelons and cucumbers, blighting the growth.

It hibernates as a perfect insect, and is easily found on early
blooms of the strawberry, plum or peach, usually paired.

The thistle (Cirslim) and sunflower are favorite resorts, and I
believe it would pay to grow the latter as a trap, spraying its disks
when crowded with the bugs. Emulsions of kerosene or London
purple are recommended for tender growths in the nursery or grove.

THE LOCUST COSSUS (Cossus [Xvleutes] Robinice, Peck).
The water oak, so favorably known in Florida as a shade tree, is

generally affected, and often destroyed by the larva of this thick-
bodied, large, gray and black moth. At least one-half of these trees
in the forest contain these boring worms, and in cities, for some
unknown reason the percentage is even greater. The burrows are
often from three to six feet in length, and half an inch in diameter.
If the direction of this hole be downward, it admits the rain, and
decay sets in at once ; if it be near the ground, the white ants (Termites)
or the fire ants (Solenopsis) finish the work of destruction. If, as fre-
quently happens, the hole extends around the tree, in the sap layer,
the tree dies as if "girdled," or if in small trees several burrows occur,
the trunk is weakened and any heavy wind breaks it easily. The moth
emerges in March, mates soon after and deposits rather large whitish
eggs in the crevices of the bark. These eggs are about one.tenth of an
inch long, with one black end. As soon as hatched, they begin to pen-
etrate the bark, and are easily detected by the "sawdust" and the
discolored bark. They attain their growth in about thirty months,
approach the surface and bore out, but close the hole slightly with
fragments of bark and silk, then retire a few inches, lining the burrow
with silk; then they transform. A month later it progresses till
the body of the chrysalis is half out, and this is left as a horny brown
shell as the moth escapes. The female expands nearly three inches;
the wings are shades of gray and black. She lays over 300 eggs, but
fortunately many are parasitized. As it is. this insect is a dangerous
one to our shade trees. Using whale-oil soap is perhaps the best
protection. This should be applied to the trunk thickly during April
and May, and any open holes plugged up as soon as possible.

THE ANISOTA WORM.
Another enemy to our shade trees, later in the season, is the larvae

of the Anisota senatoria, a black worm with eight yellow stripes the
whole of its inch-and-a-half of length; each ring is armed with sharp


