
effect being a reduction in farm numbers through consolidation.
It follows that the larger farms would operate with a smaller
total labor force through more mechanized operations and, con-
sequently, total agricultural employment would decline. Previous
research documenting situations in which this has occurred
includes that of Farmer and Tolley [13], Farmer [14] Hedrick
[20], Johnston and Tolley [23], Moak [28], and Pasour, Tous-
saint and Tolley [29].

In contrast to the effect on agriculture, construction and
manufacturing employment would likely increase as the result
of Corps of Engineer's investments. Employment in the construc-
tion industry would increase in the recipient areas during the
initial construction phase of the project. Initial effects (direct
effects) might also be felt in manfacturing, provided that locally
produced materials were used. More importantly for manufactur-
ing, however, would be the effect occurring during the post-con-
struction phase (indirect effects) of any project. Improved trans-
portation facilities, protection from flood damage, and increased
available water supplies, etc., would encourage expansion of ex-
isting firms and the entrance of new firms with resultant employ-
ment increases.

Small Watershed P, I,, I,..-The Small Watershed Program
is designed to aid in the solution of several types of problems.
Reduction in floodwater damages to cropland, residences, and
businesses, and protection of the health and lives of people from
floods are of major importance. Other potential and existing
problems that this program attempts to alleviate include erosion
and sediment damage, improper drainage, and irrigation needs.
Recreation, fish and wildlife enhancement, and improvements in
the economic and social well-being of people have been given in-
creased emphasis in recent years. PL-566 investments by the
SCS should affect agricultural and manufacturing employment
and firm numbers within the local areas in a manner quite simi-
lar to that of Corps of Engineer's investments. Reduction of
floodwater damage to cropland should in total reduce the number
of farms and agricultural employment. Although some new farms
might become established, consolidation of existing farms into
larger units to take advantage of improvements made possible
by PL-566 projects should be dominant, particularly in the rural
areas where opportunities for part-time farming are limited.

Construction employment should increase in the recipient
area during both the initial and secondary project phases in a
manner similar to that discussed for Corps of Engineer's invest-
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