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brooders. Chicks in Lots III and IV were transferred from the
brooder houses to range shelters at the same time in each trial.

The term "clean land" in these trials means land free of
chickens and poultry manure for a period of 2 years or longer.
"Used land" means land occupied by chickens over a period of
years, with little or no time when the land was idle.

The 3 brooder houses were similar in size and construction,
with the exception of the house used by the chicks in Lot II
which had a wire floor about 6 or 8 inches above the wooden
floor. The wire-floored sun-parlor was raised off the ground
and was the same size as the brooder house.

Each of the 4 trials was conducted during a different year,
the starting dates varying from March 29 to April 30 each
year. In trials 1 and 2 the starting date was April 7; trial 3,
March 29; trial 4, Lots I and II, March 31, and Lots III and IV,
April 30. In trial 4, Lots I and II were reared during 1 year,
while Lots III and IV were reared the following year.

A total of 2,797 Single Comb White Leghorn chicks were
used in the 4 trials. All chicks in each trial came from the
same source. The chicks were weighed at the start of each
trial and each week thereafter. The number of chicks started
in each trial is shown in Table 1.

TABLE 1.-NUMBER OF CHICKS STARTED, BY METHODS.

Lot I Lot II Lot III Lot IV
Method Battery Brooder Sun-Parlor Clean Land Used Land
trial no. chicks no. chicks no. chicks no. chicks

1 258 225 225 225
2 252 250 251 250
3 133 132 133 133
4 100 100 65 65

Total 743 707 674 673

All chicks received the same ration throughout the experi-
ment. The mash was available in open hoppers at all times.
Feed consumption was recorded at weekly intervals.

The all-mash ration used in this experiment was composed
of the following ingredients:

Parts by weight
Yellow corn meal ..........- .... ---...-.. ------ ...- ...-- .. ...-- .. 39.0
W heat middlings --......... .... ...... ............ . ......... 20.0
W heat bran ..........-..-----.. ..........----------....... 18.0
Alfalfa leaf meal --.......--............ . ............... ..... 5.0
Dried buttermilk ..-- ----........--.. ..... ....------ .. .......... 5.0
Fish meal --........ -----.......-. -.. ............. ....---------......... 5.0
Meat and bone meal ...............-...... . -----... ......... 4.5
Oyster shell (fine) ......-----.......-------------- 2.5
Salt .... ... . ---------------------- - 1.0


