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to sustain maximum growth, yielding the same results as the
limited feeding program.

Each of the above feeding programs was developed from in-
formation contained in the literature, although much conflicting
evidence can be found as to results obtained with these methods
of feeding pullets.

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Reports from research prior to 1950 indicated that it was
possible to change the growth pattern of pullets without greatly
affecting subsequent performance. Vondell (1943) found that
pullets which performed well could be raised on grass range by
allowing the feeders to become empty each day and withholding
feed one day per week. Novikoff and Biely (1945) reported that
restricting feed intake from 1 day to 12 months of age resulted in
slower growth and lowered subsequent egg production. Heywang
and Morgan (1944) found that pelleting of the feed resulted in
heavier pullets at 12 weeks of age, but had very little effect on
age at first egg.

During the early 1950's, many poultrymen followed the pro-
gram of allowing the pullet to consume only approximately 70
percent of the feed it would usually consume. It was believed
sexual maturity of the pullet would be delayed by this procedure,
resulting in larger eggs and reduced mortality in the laying
house. Results from experiments using this type of growing
program have not been in agreement as to the effect on the above
mentioned factors. However, most workers (Milby and Sher-
wood, 1953, 1956; Davis and Watts, 1955; Quisenberry 1959; and
Fuller 1960) have found that restricting feed intake during the
growing period results in delaying sexual maturity of pullets.

Davis and Watts (1955) reported that restriction of feed
for New Hampshire pullets during the growing period resulted
in slightly larger initial eggs, while Milby and Sherwood (1956)
and Quisenberry (1959) reported that egg size at any given age
was not affected by this feeding program.

Restriction of feed during the growing period has been re-
ported to decrease egg production (Davis and Watts, 1955), in-
crease egg production (Fuller, 1960), and have no effect on egg
production (Milby and Sherwood, 1956).

Laying house mortality of pullets did not appear to be affected
by restricting feed intake during the growing period (Milby and
Sherwood, 1956; Quisenberry, 1959; and Fuller, 1960).


