
and retirement ages, and thus fit more closely the definition of
a resident than a recreationist. With these observations removed,
the total usable observations from the sample was 950.

Travel Costs (T)

The cost of travel to get to and from the recreation site in-
cluded food and lodging enroute and the cost of operation of
vehicles that transported the recreation group to the site. In
determining the cost of food and lodging enroute, questions were
asked concerning the amount of food brought from their home
for consumption enroute, food purchased while enroute, the
length of trip in days or hours, and the cost of lodging enroute,
whether in the form of camping fees or motel fees. With regard
to the operation of a vehicle, the origin of the trip was asked so
that a distance from the point of origin to the recreation site
could be ascertained. This distance in miles was multiplied by
$.07.10 Intrinsic in all of the costs is the number of people in the
recreation group. Total transportation costs plus the total
costs of the group for lodging, meals, and other miscellaneous
items in traveling to and from the site were added to calculate
travel costs for the group, T. In order to be more accurate in
determining the cost of food enroute, the cost of food that would
have been consumed at home was subtracted." In some cases
the cost of food eaten at home exceeded the cost of food enroute.
This, of course, would give a negative travel cost if it were the
only component. On perhaps a dozen interviews where vehicle
costs were nonexistent and food costs at home exceeded food
consumed enroute, a negative travel cost ensued. Negative travel
costs were not used in the study. In no case did the costs amount
to less than minus $.07 per person. For purposes of computation
negative costs were set equal to $.01. Results were not altered
by this decision.

On-site Costs (C)

On-site costs included the cost of food consumed at the site
for all members of the group minus the estimated cost of food
consumed at home. Camping fees, cabin rentals, and motel costs

10The seven cents per mile includes the cost of gas and oil for the
trip plus minor maintenance. It does not include depreciation, taxes, or
insurance which would be incurred regardless of the decision to participate
in a recreational experience or not [3].

"Cost of meals eaten at home was based on USDA estimates for
various income levels [4, 6].
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