
92 Florida Agricultural Experiment Station

The percentages of total cost in pasture were: Ocala 30.9, Or-
lando 13.6, Miami 4.8, Jacksonville 2.8, Tampa 1.6, and St. Peters-
burg 1.2 percent.

There was considerable variation in the cost of labor to take
care of bulls. The percentages of total cost for labor were as
follows: Orlando 35, Ocala 28.3, Miami 20.8, St. Petersburg 18.8,
Jacksonville 18.6, and Tampa 17.3 percent.

RETURNS FROM MILK

Milk is perishable, and more quickly in Florida than farther
north on account of climatic conditions. It necessarily must be
consumed near the point of production in order to avoid heavy
expense. A number of the Florida dairymen make two deliveries
per day, which increases the cost over that borne by dairymen
in other sections, where milk, a greater part of the year, is deliv-
ered but once a day.

There were no cheese factories, condenseries, or powdered milk
plants found in the districts studied. The bulk of the milk pro-
duced was sold retail or wholesale as whole milk. Some separat-
ing was done to obtain cream for the market and a small amount
of butter was sold.

In established dairy sections one will see platforms along the
roadside, on which the farmer puts his cans of milk, which are
taken by the milk truck driver and the empties are returned to
the platform daily. This is economical because it leaves a num-
ber of men free to do other work while their milk is being deliv-
ered. These routes are used where milk is sold wholesale to cheese
factories and milk plants or where cans of milk are shipped to
distant cities. In Florida this type of cooperation is developing
but slowly, principally because a large proportion of the farmers
are retailing their own milk.

Milk was sold direct from producer to consumer, or to milk
plants where it was put through necessary processes, then deliv-
ered by plants to the consumer. In some instances it was sold
direct to ice cream plants.

Farmers who sold milk retail, sometimes delivered small quan-
tities in bulk; but milk was generally bottled, and in most cases
delivered to the consumer over established milk routes.

In the Jacksonville district 52.6 percent of the gallons and 66.3
percent of the receipts from whole milk were from milk retailed
(Table LXXIII).


