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heifers. There was one exception to this rule: the average value
of cows was $3.79 more in the St. Petersburg district than in the
Orlando district, while the average value of heifers was 83 cents
less.

The percentage value of heifers at the time of freshening, com-
pared to the value of cows, was: Ocala 81, St. Petersburg 92, Jack-
sonville 94, Tampa and Orlando 96, and Miami 97.

Obviously the age at which heifers freshen has no direct re-
lationship to their value at the time of freshening (Table LIV).

AGE OF COWS

When a farmer raises his own cows, he can give their ages
very accurately. On farms where cows were bought, the ages
were given according to the best information of the owners of
the herd.

The ages shown in Table LV are divided into 10 groups. The
percentages between 3 and 8 years of age for the various districts
follow: Ocala 55, Orlando 69, Jacksonville 74, Tampa 75, St.
Petersburg 77, and Miami 81. For all districts about one-half of
the cows were between 4 and 7 years of age.

For various reasons cows that fail to breed are found on dairy
farms. This class of cows represented 1.1 percent of the total
on these farms. It was also found that 2.7 percent of the cows
had unsound udders.

SALES AND DEATH RATE OF COWS AND REPLACEMENT

The percentage figures representing the sales rate and death
rate of cows are based on the inventory at the beginning of the
year (Table LVI).

The highest percentage of sales was found in the Miami district
and the lowest in the Jacksonville district. Nearly 16 percent of
the total number of cows in all districts were sold.

The death rate in the Orlando district was much higher than in
other districts, largely due to the death of 25 cows on one farm.
The death rate for all districts was less than 5 percent.

The methods of maintaining the dairy herds are shown in Table

LVI. Approximately three fifths of the cows in all districts were

replaced by purchase and two-fifths by heifers freshening. The

greatest variation from this proportion was in the Ocala district

where only one-seventh of the replacements were by purchase.
As has been pointed out, the Ocala district is a general farming


