
58 Florida Agricultural Experiment Station

the Orlando district 63 percent; and in the Ocala district 79 per-
cent (Table XLVII). In this table, the figures below the line,
preceded by the minus sign, show the number of dairymen who
were receiving no return for their labor and to what extent they
were unable to meet their other expenses.

ITEMS FURNISHED BY THE FARM

When the incomes of farmers are compared with the incomes
of others where a straight dollar salary is received, they often
seem far out of proportion. The facts are that the income of a
member of the latter class is what he has for his labor and from
which he must provide fruit, vegetables, milk and its products,
meat, eggs, wood, and a house in which to live, as well as all other
expenses. Many of these items are furnished by the farm and
are not included in the labor income of the farmer.

In the Miami district, but little wood was taken from the farm,
but in other districts the range in value was from $14 to $24 per
farm (Table XLVIII).

The value of house use ranged from $151 in the Jacksonville
district to $232 in the Orlando and Ocala districts.

Milk and its products represented nearly 62 percent of the value
of all food furnished by all farms. This was the most important
item furnished, slightly exceeding in value the use of the house.
Poultry and eggs were also important on most farms.

THE DAIRY ENTERPRISE STUDY

As has been previously stated, the dairy enterprise constituted
most of the business on the farms studied in all districts except
Ocala. It is important, therefore, to analyze the dairy enterprise
in order to arrive at the reasons for success or failure on these
farms.

BREED OF COWS AND HERD BULLS

Only one farm had an entire purebred herd, and this was of the
Jersey breed. Seven farms had some purebred Jerseys mixed in
with grades of different breeds. Fifty-seven percent of all the
farms had nothing but grade Jerseys and an additional 37 percent
had grade Jerseys with grades of other breeds. It is readily seen
from Table XLIX that the Jersey breed predominates on the
Florida dairy farm.

Since there are but few of the larger breeds of dairy cows on


