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THE FARM BUSINESS STUDY

The farms included in this study were primarily dairy farms,
but on some of them other farm enterprises were conducted. The
farm business in its entirety was considered, and the details of
the dairy enterprise were given special consideration.

UTILIZATION OF FARM LAND

The total acres per farm in the Jacksonville, Tampa, St. Peters-
burg and Orlando districts were between 58 and 68, approximately
104 in the Miami district and 174 in the Ocala district (Table III).
Approximately 71 percent of the land in these dairy farms was
used for pasture purposes and 15 peicent for crop production.
The proportion used for crop production in the Ocala district,
however, where dairying supplemented general crop farming, was
about 29 percent.

UTILIZATION OF CROP LAND

Corn for grain was grown in all the districts except Miami, but
this crop was of little importance except in the Ocala district.
Each district except Miami harvested a small amount for human
consumption. In all districts some corn was grown for silage
and in all but St. Petersburg some was grown as a soiling crop
(Table IV).

The combined acreage per farm of all corn was 4.7 in the Jack-
sonville district, 2.1 in the Miami district, 1 in the Tampa district,
5.6 in the St. Petersburg district, 4.3 in the Orlando district, and
19.8 acres in the Ocala district. The Ocala acreage exceeded the
combined acreage per farm of the other districts.

Cowpeas were most commonly used as a hay crop, but the com-
bined hay crop was negligible. In none of the districts was there
as much as 4 acres in hay per farm except Ocala, where the aver-
age was 7.4 acres. The following crops were used for hay: cow-
peas, cowpeas mixed with soybeans or oats, soybeans, crabgrass,
crabgrass and beggarweed, rice, kudzu, oats, carpet grass, Natal
grass, wild and swamp grass.

Silage crops other than corn alone included corn and velvet
beans, corn and cowpeas, soybeans and sorghum.

Soiling crops other than corn alone included corn and cowpeas,
cowpeas, millet, sorghum, Cayana cane, Napier grass, Sudan grass
and mangels.3

3 Soiling crops are those that are harvested and fed green.


