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Statistics of dairying in Florida are confusing. Federal Census
data as to the number of milk cows in the state show unreasonable
variations from one census period to another. Perhaps the prin-
cipal explanation of these wide variations is the difficulty of deter-
mining just what constitutes a dairy cow in this state. Many of
the cattle on the open range are milked occasionally for the home
supply of dairy products. It takes considerable imagination, how-
ever, to classify these animals as dairy cows.

The best available estimate as to the extent of commercial dairy-
ing in Florida comes from the State Milk Inspection Division. Soon
after its creation on October 1, 1929, this Division made a survey
of the state to ascertain the extent of commercial dairying. This
survey revealed nearly 1,200 commercial dairies with a total of
approximately 35,000 cows. In addition to the commercial dairies,
it is estimated that from 45,000 to 50,000 cows are kept on farms
to supply dairy products for farm family needs.'

OBJECTS OF THE STUDY

The objectives at which this study were aimed can be summar-
ized as follows:

1. The labor incomes of Florida dairy farmers.
2. The costs of and returns from milk production in Florida.
3. The principal factors affecting the labor incomes and the

costs of milk production in Florida.

METHODS OF STUDY

Six of the leading commercial dairy districts of Florida were
selected and lists of the commercial dairy farms in these areas
were secured through the courtesy of the Department of Health,
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