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SUMMARY

The "Plant City Trucking Area" consists of about 110 square
miles located in eastern Hillsborough County.

The soils are quite variable and several soil types are often
found on the small acreage of an individual farm. The predomi-
nating soil types are "flatwoods" soils, the most important being
Scranton, Rutlege and Leon. Topography is flat to undulating.
Surface drainage is usually poor, and drainage ditches and canals
have been constructed to facilitate the removal of surface water.

The climate of the area is sub-tropical. The annual mean tem-
perature at Plant City is 71.5- F. The annual rainfall is 50.2
inches.

The agriculture is characterized by small but intensively oper-
ated farms growing crops that require a large amount of hand
labor. About two-thirds of the farmers have less than 15 acres
of cropland. Peppers and strawberries are two of the most im-
portant truck crops. Acres of strawberries declined sharply dur-
ing the war period, but were about back to normal in the 1950-51
season.

The population of the Plant City area has shown a rapid in-
crease since 1900. This has intensified the agricultural problems,
for sufficient land resources are not available for the present
population. Many people live in the rural area who do not engage
in agriculture and many of the farm operators or members of
their household engage in off-the-farm employment.

Four economic studies have been made in the Plant City area.
One hundred records were obtained for each of the crop years
1917 to 1922, inclusive, 113 records for 1927, 112 records for
1932, and 52 records for 1945. Over the period studied there was
only a slight change in acres of cropland, but a considerable de-
crease in amount of woodland and total acres operated. In 1945
cropland per farm averaged 16.6 acres, compared to 16.3 acres in
1932 and a high of 19.0 acres in 1927. There was a definite shift
in types of crops grown, with acres in Southern peas, peppers,
squash and green corn increasing, and snap beans, cabbage, cu-
cumbers and watermelons decreasing. Considerable fluctuation
occurred in yield per acre of individual crops from year to year
but there was no significant trend in yields.

Average farm capital was about $8,000, except for 1927 when it
averaged $16,153 per farm. About two-thirds of the investment
was in land. Investment in machinery and irrigation equipment
increased during the period covered.


