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In 1940, according to the United States Census, 44 percent
of the farm operators in Hillsborough County reported off-the-
farm work. 3 Of those working off the farm, 96 percent worked
100 days or more. Farmers who worked in industry averaged
220 days per year off-the-farm employment, compared to 146
days for those who worked on other farms. Full owners worked
off their farms 227 days, as compared to 110 days for tenants.
According to the 1950 Census, 42 percent of the operators re-
ported off-farm work. However, only 81 percent of those work-
ing off worked 100 days or more.

During the war, there was a great increase in non-farm em-
ployment opportunities at the shipyards in Tampa and in other
war industries. Many farmers reduced the scale of their farm
operations and others ceased farming entirely. After the war
some of the available opportunities for non-farm employment
decreased, but the number of people working off the farm con-
tinued to be greater than before the war.

In the survey made in 1948, information was obtained on
sources and amounts of non-farm income for both farm and
non-farm operators and members of the family living in opera-
tor's household. A complete enumeration was made for all
units in nine selected areas. Records were obtained for 111
operating farm units and 82 units that were classified as rural
residences. 4 The average number of people living in the opera-
tor's household was 3.9 in the farm unit and 4.3 in the rural
residences (Table 7).

SIn considering these off-the-farm employment data, one should bear
in mind that the 1940 Census defined a farm as follows: "A farm for
census purposes is all the land on which some agricultural operations are
performed by one person; either by his own labor alone or with the as-
sistance of members of his household or hired employees." Any tract of
less than three acres was excluded as a farm unless its agricultural pro-
duction in 1939 was valued at $250 or more. Obviously, according to this
definition, any small acreages that are used primarily as residences for
non-farm workers are included as farms. The data do suggest widespread
off-the-farm employment in the Plant City area, which is confirmed by ob-
servation.

"Rural residents were units occupied by people that did not actively
engage in agriculture. They worked in various occupations or were too
old to do much work. If they had suitable land it was usually rented out
to active farmers in the area. In a few cases the land was lying idle. In
the group classified as rural residences, 31 rented a house and lot and 12
owned a house and lot of one acre or less. Twenty-nine people in this
group operated 3 acres of land or more and would have been classified as
farms by the Census. This land was in woods, open pasture or was in
cropland lying idle so these units were classified as rural residences. The
average amount of land operated by this group was 10.6 acres.


