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on which citrus was not grown showed that cropland per farm
averaged 15 acres or less on 46 percent of the farms growing
citrus and 83 percent of the farms not growing citrus (Table
3). Farms with citrus had an average of 25.1 acres of crop-
land used for crops including citrus while farms that did not
grow citrus average 10.3 acres (Table 4).

TABLE 3.-VARIATION IN ACRES OF CROPLAND ON 39 FARMS GROWING CITRUS

AND 72 FARMS NOT GROWING CITRUS, PLANT CITY AREA, FLORIDA, 1948.

Number of Farms Percent of All Farms
Acres of Farms
Cropland Farms 1 Not All Farms *FarmsNot All

Growing Growing Farms Growing Growing Farms
Citrus Citrus Citrus Citrus

5.0 and less. 1 5 16 21 12.8 22.2 18.9
5.1-10.0 ........ 8 29 37 20.5 40.3 33.4

10.1-15.0 .... 5 15 20 12.8 20.8 18.0
15.1-20.0 ........ 5 6 11 12.8 8.3 9.9
20.1-25.0 ........ 4 2 6 10.3 2.8 5.4
25.1-30.0 ....... 1 1 2.6 0.9
30.1-35.0 ........ 2 2 2.8 1.8
35.1-40.0 ........ 4 1 5 10.3 1.4 4.5
40.1-45.0 ..... -
45.1-50.0 ....
50.1 and more 7 1 8 17.9 1.4 7.2

Total . 39 72 111 100.0 100.0 100.0

The small area of cropland available on the average farm
is devoted to vegetable crops that require a large amount of
labor (Table 4). Double-cropping and interplanting are com-
mon practices. On many farms one to three acres are devoted
to strawberries, which are harvested from late December through
March; peppers or tomatoes are often planted between the
strawberry plants or are planted alone and are harvested in
April, May, and June. Less intensive spring truck crops such
as Southern peas, snap beans, squash, and corn may be grown
on the strawberry land not followed by peppers or tomatoes,
or they may be grown on other land. Because of the high cost
of fertilizer, spray material and labor, combined with hazards
of weather and price, most farmers produce several crops to
offset the possibility of a loss on any one crop. A number of
crops also gives a better use of resources and a fuller utilization
of family labor.


