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when the U. S. No. 1 grade accounted for over three-fourths
of the shipments, net prices to shippers averaged only $2.29
per crate, compared with $2.41 for the 80-89 % U. S. No. 1 grade,
or a price differential of 12 cents. As the season advanced,
however, the proportion of shipments which were of the U. S.
No. 1 grade declined and prices rose. During April less than
60 percent of the Golden celery shipments were of the U. S.
No. 1 grade, but prices averaged $4.74 per crate.

Because of the influence of seasonal prices, the average seasonal
price was higher for some of the lower grade classifications
than for the top grades. During the 1945 season, Golden type
celery that graded under 80% U. S. No. 2 actually brought a
higher average seasonal price than any other grade classification.
It should be pointed out, however, that sales of "under 80%
U. S. No. 2" grade were insignificant in any month except June,
when supplies were scarce. During June about one-fourth of
the shipments were classified as "under 80% U. S. No. 2" and
prices for that grade averaged $5.51 per crate, but the U. S.
No. 1 grade brought $6.58 per crate. However, the average
net seasonal price to shippers for U. S. No. 1 grade Golden
celery was less than the average seasonal price for the 80-89%
U. S. No. 1 grade. This points out the importance of holding
seasonal prices constant when comparing prices for the various
grade classifications. There was considerable variation in prices
within particular months so that, on occasion, some of the
lower grades, which were not in large volume, brought higher
prices than the top grades. In general, however, the lower
grade classifications brought the lower average prices.

Ungraded Golden celery (other than hearts, which were not
graded) sold for lower average prices than that of all graded
celery. The price differences between graded and ungraded
celery were larger during the spring months, which indicates
that Federal-State inspection was not used for some of the
poorer quality.

As was the case with the Golden type of celery, three-fourths
of the shipments of the Pascal type graded U. S. No. 1. There
were, however, marked differences in the proportions grading
"U. S. No. 1" during the various months of the shipping season.
Only 69 percent of the Pascal celery graded during January was
classified as being U. S. No. 1 (Table 46). It may be that the
Pascal type of celery, planted early in the season, does not de-
velop as well as the Golden type. On the other hand, a larger


