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represented about two-thirds of the total Florida celery crop.
A large sample was considered necessary because of the exist-
ence of a number of major price-influencing factors, such as
variety of celery, size, grade, basis of sale and date of sale, all
of which should be held constant for the purposes of measuring
the influence of any one factor on price.

MARKET NEWS SERVICE REPORTS

Market News Service reports on the marketing of Florida
celery are issued by the Production and Marketing Administra-
tion of the United States Department of Agriculture, in co-
operation with the Florida State Marketing Bureau. Reports
covering prices and car-lot shipments are issued daily, with the
exception of a few weeks at the beginning and end of the celery
season. Prior to 1946 reports concerning the Florida crop were
issued from the Sanford area only. During the 1946 season
reports were issued from both Sanford and Belle Glade areas.

Daily reports during the 1945 season included price ranges
on the F.O.B. market for Golden celery of "generally good mer-
chantable quality and condition." One price range was reported
for sizes 3 and 4 dozen and another range was given for sizes
6 to 10 dozen.

These daily bulletins are used widely in the trade. They
serve both to indicate the trend of the market and as a basis
for many sales and claim settlements. For this reason it is in
the interest of all parties concerned to know how reliable these
reports are, as well as how they might be improved.

The prices reported by the Market News Service have been
frequently criticized because of the wide spread in quoted prices.
One reason for this wide spread has been the inclusion of a
number of sizes in a particular price quotation. In general, the
smaller sizes sell at a lower price than the larger sizes. Sizes
3 and 4 dozen Golden celery usually have brought about the
same prices, but there has been a wide variation in the prices
received for sizes 6, 8, and 10 dozen.20

The price ranges reported by the Market News Service for
F.O.B. sales of sizes 3 and 4 dozen Golden celery of "generally
good merchantable quality and condition" were compared with
the prices received by 18 Florida firms for F.O.B. sales of sizes
3 and 4 dozen Golden celery of U. S. No. 1 grade. These 18

"2 For discussion of price differentials for the various sizes of celery,
see page 105.


