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Within two weeks the number of knife strokes, as measured by
micromotion analysis, was reduced from 3.7 to 0.9 strokes per
stalk. This amounted to a reduction of 120,000 to 140,000 knife
strokes per acre.

One of the most serious objections to the strippers doing the
root cutting is that they must "palm" the knife while stripping.
This is awkward and slows down the operation of stripping
each stalk. Fur-
thermore, there
is a tendency on t
the part of strip-
pers to use the L
knife to cut off
the ribs, all of
which should be
removed by hand b t k
(Fig. 15). Ribs
removed with the
knife leave small
parts of ribs
around the base
of the stalk and Fig. 15.-Wrong Way to Strip.

Stripping this way leaves stubs on root andcommonly the damages stalks.
good ribs, remain-
ing on the stalk, are chipped or cut by the knife. If these
damaged ribs are not removed in the washhouse they turn
brown a few days after the celery has been packed.

At Sanford, where the strippers work across the rows in
downs, there has been a tendency in recent years to place two
or three workers to a down. This tends to defeat the purpose
of the down, inasmuch as the down was originally devised for
the purpose of designating each worker's area. Several individ-
uals working a down together do more visiting and less work.
In all harvesting methods, workers should be kept from bunch-
ing together as much as possible.

All of the stripping should be done either in the field or in
the washhouse. It should not be necessary to handle every
stalk two or three times for the purpose of stripping. As shown
in Table 12, organization N partly illustrates this point. The
field crew of this organization did very little field stripping,
while the crews of organizations P and O, using the same method
of harvesting, did a great deal of stripping in the field. There


