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heavy as the root-trimming knife used by the strippers in push-
knife crews. It is difficult to palm a large knife and at the same
time tear all the strippings free at the base of the plant.

TABLE 18.-METHOD OF CUTTING AND PROPORTION OF STALKS HAVING RIB
STUBS LEFT ON STALKS, 13 FLORIDA FIRMS,* 1945 SEASON.

Method of Firm Number of Stalks Proportion
Cutting IInspected with Rib Stubs

Percent

G 2,002 12.5
M 1,977 2.3

Hand-knife R 1,102 6.7
J 2,157 8.9
I 2,090 10.0

Total or average .................... 9,328 8.3

0 2,682 4.5
N 4,208 7.1
D 2,233 5.4

Push-knife B 1,798 7.2
C 2,080 4.2
P 1,739 7.9
A 1,371 4.1
F 2,050 4.2

Total or average ...................... 18,161 5.7

* Firms E and H used both methods. Of 4.133 stalks inspected, 8.1 percent had rib stubs.

Four variations of the hand-knife method of cutting and strip-
ping were observed or developed. The most common method
is performed as follows: A right-handed worker grasps the
stalk with the left hand, excluding from the grasp the ribs which
are to be stripped off. The grasp is made about three inches
above the root. At the same time the right hand, holding a knife,
moves the knife into position and cuts the root with a deep
thrust about one inch under the ground. During the cut the
knife is held at about a 30° angle with the ground. When the
cut is completed the stalk is raised with the left hand and carried
to the right hand as the right hand "palms" the knife. The
right hand grasps the loose ribs on the near side of the stalk
and bends them downward and away from the stalk as the left
hand turns the root of the stalk upward and toward the body
of the worker. The right hand then grasps the ribs on the
opposite side and the root is turned to the original position by
the left hand as the right hand removes the ribs. The stalk is


