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tering varied from 11.5 to 20.9. The variation was from 6.3
to 13.6 percent among those using the push-knife. From this
experience, it appears possible to reduce considerably hand-knife
minor shattering by careful supervision and instruction, but
probably not to the extent that it can be reduced through the
use of the push-knife. It must be kept in mind that not all
shattering is evident in the packed crate.

TABLE 17.-METHOD OF CUTTING AND THE PROPORTION OF STALKS HAVING

MAJOR AND MINOR SHATTERING, 13 FLORIDA FIRMS,* 1945 SEASON.

Proportion Proportion
Method of Number of of Stalks of Stalks

Cutting Firm Stalks with Minor with Major
Inspected Shattering Shattering

Percent

G 2,002 20.9 2.0
M 1,977 17.6 0.5

Hand-knife R 1,102 15.1 1.8
J 2,157 13.5 0.9

_I 2,090 11.5 0.4

Total or average .......... 9,328 15.7 1.1

O 2,682** 13.6 1.8
N 4,208** 11.3 1.6
D 2,233 11.2 2.7

Push-knife B 1,798 10.7 0.9
C 2,080 8.7 0.8
P 1,739** 9.1 1.3
A 1,371 8.0 0.7
F 2,050 6.3 0.3

Total or average ............ 18,161 10.2 1.4

* Firms E and H used both methods. Of 4,133 stalks inspected, 9.2 percent had one or
more loose ribs and 0.6 percent were crowned.

** Roots trimmed in both field and washhouse.

Rib stubs are parts of ribs which have been broken and left
clinging to the base of the stalk. Any part of a rib over 1 inch
long but less than 4 inches long was called a rib stub. Of the
celery cut by hand-knife, 8.3 percent had rib stubs compared
with 5.7 percent of the celery cut by push-knife (Table 18).
Organization M was a noted exception. The celery of this or-
ganization was carefully stripped in the washhouse and a special
effort was made to remove the stubs. The higher proportion
of stubs on celery cut by hand-knife was probably due to the
large size of the knife which was held in the palm of the hand
while stripping. This knife is approximately twice as long and


