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indicates that celery, commonly thought of as a luxury, assumed
more of the characteristics of a staple food during the war
years. As supply decreased consumers seem to have been able
and willing to bid relatively more than in previous years for
the limited supply. If, in the post-war years, consumers have
less money to spend, there probably will be somewhat of a ten-
dency for this trend to reverse itself. However, when people
form the habit of eating certain foods, for a long enough period
of time, the demand for such foods usually is slow to change.

The average weekly F.O.B. price of U. S. No. 1 grade Golden
celery for 1945 has been plotted against the weekly shipments
of all Florida celery (Fig. 4). Shipments from Florida, instead
of total United States, were used because Florida shipments
dominate the Eastern markets. Prices tend to lag behind ship-
ments by about the time it takes to transport the celery to the
market. For this reason, prices have been plotted against the
shipments of the previous week. Shipments reached a peak
during the week ending March 11, and the following week prices
averaged the lowest during the 1945 season. During the week
ending April 8 shipments dropped considerably and the follow-
ing week prices reached a peak. In general, when shipments
decreased, prices during the following week rose, and when ship-
ments increased prices fell.
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Fig. 4.-Average Weekly F.O.B. Prices Received by 18 Florida Firms
for U. S. No. 1 Grade Golden Celery, Compared with Car-lot

Shipments of All Florida Celery, 1945 Season.


