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The principal part of the Sarasota area lies seven miles east of
Sarasota on a section of muckland about 11/2 miles wide and
21/2 miles long. This section was drained for the production of
celery in the 1920's. Since that time from 1,200 to 1,400 acres
of celery a year have been grown on these lands (Table 5).
There is little or no possibility of acreage expansion on the
mucklands in this section because practically all adapted lands
are now utilized for celery.

TABLE 5.-CELERY ACREAGE ON SAND AND MUCKLANDS OF THE SARASOTA

AREA, 1938-1946 SEASONS.

Season Muckland Sand Total
SSarasota Area

1938 1,300 450 1,750
1939 1,250 400 1,650
1940 1,215 400 1,615
1941 1,400 350 1,750
1942 1,460 350 1,810
1943 1,410 325 1,735
1944 1,200 200 1,400
1945 1,300 100 1,400
1946 1,360 100 1,460

Source: Florida Crop and Livestock Reporting Service, Orlando, Florida.

The Belle Glade Area, located in South Florida on the south-
eastern shore of Lake Okeechobee, is relatively new in the pro-
duction of celery. The first production efforts were undertaken
experimentally during the 1920's, before rail connections were
available in the area. The Division of Crop and Livestock
Estimates of the United States Department of Agriculture re-
ported 50 acres of celery in the Belle Glade area during the 1935
season. Only 400 acres were grown during the 1938 season
but acreage had jumped to 5,175 acres during the 1946 season
(Table 6).

Celery production in this area is on a much larger scale than
in either the Sanford or Sarasota area. Many of the farms
produce over 100 acres of celery, while comparatively few grow-
ers plant as much as 50 acres in the other areas.

All soils in this area are muckland. There are thousands of
acres adapted to the production of celery which are now planted
to other crops or are still undeveloped so that the possible
future expansion in this area is great.


