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and sales prices vary between organizations and the reasons
for these variations; (3) the development of improved methods
and equipment; (4) the need to improve the methods and equip-
ment which present perplexing problems to the celery industry;
and (5) the effectiveness of celery marketing. 4

IMPORTANCE

Celery is one of Florida's important vegetable crops. During
the 1945 season, only two other vegetable crops, tomatoes and
snap beans,5 required more labor than the 8.5 million man-hours
used in the production of 5.5 million crates and the harvesting
and packing of about 5.4 million crates of Florida celery. 6 More
than half the labor required for celery is used in harvesting
and packing. Mature celery must be harvested within a short
period of time to retain high quality. Large crews are, there-
fore, ordinarily used both in the field and in the washhouse.
In the process of harvesting and packaging, as many as 10 to
15 individuals may handle each stalk of celery from the time
it is cut in the field until it is finally packed in the shipping
crate. There are many different ways in which this process
is divided into specific operations, depending upon the area where
the crop is produced and the organization doing the actual har-
vesting and packing. During World War II there occurred a
severe shortage of farm labor and a rapid expansion in celery
acreage. Since the end of World War II celery prices have
declined and labor costs have continued to rise. It has, there-
fore, become the concern of every celery grower to find ways
of harvesting and packing celery most rapidly with the least
amount of labor. In this study the advantages and disadvant-
ages of the various methods now commonly in use have been
analyzed. Possible improvements, which might enable the celery
industry to reduce the large amount of labor required for har-
vesting and packaging, also have been investigated.

The production of celery has been greatly expanded during

4 The term "marketing" in this study includes harvesting, packaging,
and selling. Harvesting and packaging, in the case of Florida celery, com-
monly are performed by the selling organization.

"During 1945 Florida produced 72,200 acres of snap beans, 32,700 acres
of tomatoes and 11,050 acres of celery.

STotal required labor of 8,548,364 hours was computed from cost of
production data shown in Appendix D. Hours of labor required per acre
in various areas were multiplied by the respective acreages during 1945.
Adjustment was made for the 102,000 crates of celery produced but not
harvested or packed. Acreage data supplied by the Florida Crop and
Livestock Reporting Service, Orlando, Florida.


