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infected fruit is worthless for shipping purposes. Some seedling
fruit is highly resistant to the disease while others are very
susceptible to it. Occasionally, specimens of black spot have
been observed on the Trapp variety.

The disease appears on fruit as it approaches maturity and
forms a characteristic spot that is easily recognized. A similar
injury is formed in the green bark of young twigs and branches
and on the fruit stems. It is probably carried over from season
to season in the infected bark of the branches.

From the results obtained in several series of inoculations
the fungus appears to be a secondary invader and unable to
penetrate the surface of the fruit except thru some injury.
Typical spots of the disease were obtained only when the fungus
was introduced into punctures made in the rind of the fruit.

Black spot can be controlled readily by timely applications
of bordeaux mixture.

APPEARANCE

The injury appears as definite spots scattered over the
surface of the affected fruit. These spots are round, brown to
dark brown or black in color and vary from one-eighth to one-
half of an inch in diameter. They are composed of hard, dry,
corky tissue which penetrates the skin of the fruit down to the
meat.

The surface of a spot is slightly sunken, often cracked or fis-
sured, and in some cases a zonated effect is observed. When
once formed, the spots do not appear to increase in size on the
surface of the skin, but a decay of the meat below may follow,
especially in matured fruit. Affected fruit may show a few or
many spots of various sizes. Frequently spots merge to form
irregular patches, the surfaces of which are deeply cracked or
broken. Severe attacks on less matured fruit may misshape or
dwarf them.

Spots also appear in the bark of young shoots and on fruit
stems somewhat similar to the spots on fruit. Infections on the
fruit stems generally appear sometime in advance of those on
the fruit.

CAUSE

Black spot is caused by a species of Colletotrichum which has
been isolated repeatedly from the tissue of the spots on fruit,
fruit stems and twigs. The fungus has been inoculated into the
rind of healthy fruit and in several instances infection resulted,
forming spots typical of those from which the fungus was ob-


