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passing from host to host in the citrus group and may follow
the same trend with the avocado. Many varieties of the avocado,
and even individual plants, show a marked resistance to scab
but it may be only a question of time until all of our common
varieties are susceptible to this disease.

In certain sections the disease is so well established that
growers will be compelled to rely on control measures. Where
the disease does not occur precautions should be taken against
its introduction and establishment.

CONTROL

The control of avocado scab may be considered from two view
points; namely, controlling the disease in the nursery and con-
trolling it on the fruit. Controlling the disease in the nursery
is the more tedious and difficult and will require considerable
effort where it has become established. We have not been in a
position to carry out a satisfactory spraying experiment for the
control of the disease on nursery stock, and the suggestions of-
fered are largely derived from the results obtained by several
nurserymen who have sprayed with varying results. Apparently
the ammoniacal solution of copper carbonate gives better re-
sults than bordeaux mixture for the control of scab on nursery
stock. At least one prominent avocado nurseryman in the state
is known to rely on this fungicide to keep his stock free of
the disease.

As a means of controlling the disease in the nursery the fol-
lowing method is suggested: If the old leaves are badly infected
with scab, spray the plants thoroly with 4-4-50 bordeaux mixture
before any new growth puts out. The purpose of this spraying
is to thoroly cover the scab spots with a coating of the fungicide
and to kill any spores that may have lodged on the surface of
the foliage. This is merely a clean up spray. When the new
foliage begins to put out, spray the plants thoroly with am-
moniacal solution of copper carbonate. Repeat this spraying
every week or ten days until the new growth becomes well hard-
ened. This system of spraying may have to be repeated thru-
out the season whenever new growth appears.

Scab injury can be prevented easily on avocado fruit by
timely applications of bordeaux mixture. This is indicated by
a spraying experiment for this purpose which was made in
1920. The object of the experiment was to determine the number


