
FARM LABOR IN THE FRUIT AND NUT INDUSTRIES
OF FLORIDA

INTRODUCTION

Florida is a major farm labor state and the fruit and nut industries represent a
significant share of total seasonal labor requirements, particularly for citrus and
strawberry harvests.

Of the state's total of approximately 80,000 seasonal agricultural workers
employed in the peak week in 1987, the largest number were seasonal workers in the
Florida citrus industry with 34,000 in the peak week. Excluding the sugarcane industry
with approximately 10,000 seasonal foreign workers in 1987, the next largest agricultural
industry is Florida strawberries with 8,000 employees in the peak week. The only other
fruit or nut industry with more than 1,000 seasonal workers employed in the peak week
of 1987 was the lemon and lime industry of South Florida with 2,200 (1988 Florida
Statistical Abstract).

For purposes of this survey, fruits and nuts are defined to include oranges,
grapefruit, tangerines, lemons and limes, other citrus, strawberries, pecans, avocados,
and other fruits and nuts. Blueberries and grapes are included in the other fruits and
nuts category, but show signs of becoming major commodities for the future.

From a labor perspective, essentially all harvesting is done manually in Florida's
fruit and nut industries, except possibly the pecans and wine grape industries.
However, pecans and wine grapes represent less than 0.2% of fruit and nut marketings.
Various mechanical and/or abscission chemical technologies are under experimentation
for harvesting of Florida citrus production, but no single labor saving technique has yet
proved to be cost effective when compared with manual harvesting methods.

The twelve most important fruit and nut crops in Florida in cash marketings (in
order of importance) are as follows: oranges, grapefruit, strawberries, tangerines,
tangelos, limes, temples, avocados, honey tangerines, lemons, pecans, and K-early
citrus fruit. The cash value of these commodities marketed exceeds $1.0 billion
annually. Total seasonal labor requirements for these commodities is roughly 43,000
workers in the peak week or over one-half of Florida's total seasonal farm labor
workforce.

THE SURVEY

Approximately 1,400 Florida farmers, all believed to be horticultural growers, were
mailed questionnaires in the Late Spring and Summer of 1988 for responses to a variety
of questions regarding the employment of farm workers. The questionnaire focussed
upon wage rates paid, demographics of workers employed, and farm employer views


