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wine, and bricks and timber and glass, and gloves

and boots and silks and ribands, and even toys, and

many other things, much cheaper because they are

not taxed. And yet the Government has plenty of

money, because the people can better afford to pay

other taxes.
This work of lightening the burthens of the

people was begun after the Battle of Waterloo,
when the great Duke of Wellington was Prime

Minister to George IV. Indeed, more taxes were

taken off in the ten years before the Reform Bill

than in the twenty years after it.
I must now tell you of a few sad things which have

happened in this reign.
There was a terrible famine in Ireland, caused by

a disease, before unknown, which destroyed the potato

crop. The potato is the chief food of the poor people

in Ireland, and, when the potato rotted in the ground,
there was nothing for them to live upon. The rich

people of England did all they could to help the poor

creatures, and a great deal of money was sent from

this country to buy food and clothes for them; but,
notwithstanding all that was done, thousands and

thousands died of disease and starvation. This was

a dreadful visitation ; but it has providentially led to

some good; for more care has been taken since then

to cultivate land in Ireland, and everything done to

try and keep off such a misfortune in future.

And there have been rebellions in Ireland, because

many of the people want to have a separate govern-

ment of their own. But this would do them more

harm than good, for they have a full share in mak-

ing laws for the United Kingdom; and the Irish

are treated quite as well as the English and the

Scotch. All three countries help one another; and


