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And we have been able to have nothing to do with
the great wars abroad, except to send help o the
wounded soldiers and the starving people. 7-

In our good Queen's long reign many new laws
have been made; but I need only tell you now of
one or two. There was another Reform of the
House of Commons, giving a vote to nearly all
people who live in houses and lodgings and pay
their share of the expenses of government. And, as
people cannot be good citizens, or good at all, with-
out being well taught, Parliament has provided for
the education of all the children in the country.

The discoveries and improvements of this reign
have been greater and more numerous than have ever
been made in the same space of time since the world
began; so I can only tell you some of the chief of
them.

For two hundred years and more, English sailors
have been striving to find a shorter way of going to
India and China, than by going either round the
Cape of Good Hope or Cape Horn. They hoped to
be able to do so, by sailing through the seas at the
North Pole, along the north coast of America. But
these seas are filled with ice, which is quite fast in
winter, and breaks up only a little in summer; so
that the brave men, who sought a passage through
them, nearly always got blocked up in the ice, and
had to spend the winter in the dark. One of the
bravest of those who tried -to find this passage was
Sir John Franklin, who, unhappily, never returned;
and after many years, it was found by those who
went to seek him, that he and all his companions had
died of cold and starvation. Before his death, how-
ever, he had pushed through the ice far enough to
prove that the ocean extends all along the north


