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He commanded the American army, and as he and
his soldiers were fighting in their own land for their
own freedom, and for their own wives and children,
it was not wonderful that at last they beat out the
English soldiers, who did not like to be sent so far
from home to fight against men who spoke the same
language with themselves.

At last, when the King of England found the
people were tired of this long war, he agreed to
make peace with America, and since that time the
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA have had a government
of their own, and have become a great and rich
nation. They have a President instead of a king,
and they call their parliament a Congress. You
will understand these things in a few years.

The French war lasted even longer than the
American war. This was the cause: for a long
time the French kings had governed France very
badly, and the French nobles oppressed the poor
people, and the clergymen did not do their duty
rightly, but left the people ignorant. At last the
people could bear these bad things no longer, and King
Louis XVI., who was a good king, would have made
them better if he could. But the princes and nobles
would not let him. Then a number of bad people
collected in Paris, and they put the king and queen
and all their family in prison, and they cut off the
heads of the king and queen and the king's sister,
and of a great many lords and ladies, and after that
of every clergyman they could find, and then of
everybody who tried to save the life of another; in
short, I believe the French people did more wicked
things in about three years than any other nation
had ever done in a hundred. The name of the most
wicked of all was Robespierre; he was killed at last
by some of those he meant to kill.


