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many towns in South America; and after they had
got possession of the country, and killed many of the
people, they took all the gold and silver that is found
in the earth there for themselves. They were there-
fore obliged to have a great many ships to fetch it,
and brave soldiers and sailors to guard it as it crossed
the seas, and so Spain got more gold and silver than
any other country.

But other countries wished for some of the useful
things from South America too; and some English
merchants wished very much to have several kinds
of wood which are useful for dyeing cloth and wool
and other things of different colours; but the Spa-
niards attacked them and killed them for trying to
cut the wood, and behaved in other respects very ill,
so England ,went to war with Spain.

The war was mostly by sea, and in the course of it
the Spaniards were beaten, first by Admiral Vernon.
and then by Admirals Hawke, Rowley, Warren, and
particularly Anson, though they none of them did all
they hoped to do.

Another admiral was very unfortunate. He had
to fight a great many ships in the Mediterranean Sea,
and because he did not do all that the people of Eng-
land desired him to do, he was shot when he came
to England. His name was Byng. I do not admire
this admiral, but I think he was not justly treated.

Besides the Spaniards, George II. was at war with
the French and Bavarians. The Prince of Bavaria
tried to make himself Emperor, and King of Hungary,
in the room of the lawful queen, Maria Theresa, and
her son, who was an infant. The English and Dutch
took Maria Theresa's part, the French took that of
the Prince of Bavaria, and there was a very fierce war
on that account, in which the English gained some
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