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a little while; but so many were killed, that the
rest began to run away. Some were drowned in
the great river Danube, which was very near them,
and a great many were taken prisoners, with their
general, Tallard, amongst them. The fighting lasted
six hours on a very hot day. A cannon-ball very
nearly hit the Duke of Marlborough just as the
fight began: it struck the earth so close to him that
the cloud of dust it sent up hid him for some
minutes from the sight of the people about him.
The English and Dutch and Germans took all the
guns, and money, and food of the French army,
besides a very great number of prisoners. There
were more than twenty-five thousand French killed,
and a great many wounded; and about half as many
English and Dutch and Germans.

So you see that, whichever side wins in a great
battle, there is sure to be misery for a great many
families on both, who have to grieve for their
fathers, and sons, and brothers, killed or hurt.

This was a good battle, however, for it saved
many countries from the cruel government which
Louis XIV. set up wherever he conquered.

Nearly at the same time with the battle of
Blenheim, a place called Gibraltar was taken by
the English Admiral Rooke, which is of 'great use
to England.

If you look at the map of Europe, you will see
that where the Mediterranean Sea joins the great
Atlantic Ocean Gibraltar is placed. Now all captains
of ships who want to go into the Mediterranean
must pass that way. You would be surprised if
you could see the number of ships of all sizes that
pass there every day. They fetch figs, and currants,
and silk, and fine wool, and shawls, and velvets, and


